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Over the past 25 years or so there has been a growing interest and amount
of research work into the teaching of probability and statistics. This
interest and research has been reflected in the five International Conferences
on Teaching Statistics, the establishment of journals such as Teaching
Statistics and the Journal for Statistics Education as well as an increasing
number of articles in other journals and papers at other conferences. Initially
the emphasis was on school pupils but, increasingly, there has been an
emphasis on teaching undergraduates.

In their bibliography, Sahai et al (1996) list 2367 references up until the year
1994. With so much published work it is difficult for newcomers to the field
to know where to start. | have prepared a list of basic references which
attempts to pull together the various strands of research about undergraduate
teaching so that new lecturers will be able to get a quick overview of current
thinking and where it has come from. The many older references are to give
an historical context and reflect the influences on today’s practice.

As in all such summary bibliographies there is a lot of subjectivity in the
choice of what to include. It was difficult to decide whether or not to include
textbooks. In the end | decided to include a few that had been particularly
influential on the way statistics is taught at undergraduate level. | have not
included any of the very interesting references that are specific to the school
level because this would have made what was intended to be a short list even
longer than it has become. The list has been circulated amongst a lot of people
working in the field of statistical education and | have benefited from their
advice. In the final analysis, though, the final decision was mine and any
errors and omissions are mine. | would welcome correspondence about any
important contributions that are missing and any references that | have
included that you think should not be.

The list of references can be found at

http://www.ltsn.gla.ac.uk/articles/teachingresources.asp




