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Course: Virtual
Learning

Environments
Potential and Pitfalls

Tuesday 17 June
Newcastle-upon-Tyne
10.00am to 4.30pm

Please register early to guarantee a place

Course Programme:
The purpose of the course is to:

• Describe and disseminate the experiences at the
University of Newcastle and other institutions in
the use of VLEs and other distributed systems for
teaching mathematics and statistics.

• Demonstrate present developments and projects
• Focus on web-based assessment of mathematics

and statistics using VLEs.
• Discuss good practice in the use of VLEs.

Biopic:
Bill has been actively engaged in the use of CAL and
CAA systems in the teaching of Mathematics at Brunel
University and now the University of Newcastle for the
past 12 years.  He is a highly experienced lecturer and
teacher at all levels.  At Brunel he developed the Heriot-
Watt CALM system into a successful system for the
teaching and assessment of engineering mathematics.
Recent projects include the use of a VLE in the teaching
of a Foundation Level mathematics course (2001-2002).
At present he is engaged in two projects: INFORM-IT,
an LTSN sponsored project on the use of VLEs in
teaching mathematics and an internally funded project
at the University of Newcastle.  This last project is to
link a powerful web-based assessment engine into a
commercial VLE and is for two years.

Course Materials:
• It is planned that participants will receive:
• A survey of the use of distributed systems in the

teaching of mathematics.
• A guide on the use of VLEs in mathematics and

statistics teaching.
• A description of how third party software can be

linked into commercial VLEs.

Cost:
£40, includes tea, coffee, lunch, course materials

Registration:
Register online at http://ltsn.mathstore.ac.uk/daybreak
or contact Brad Payne on 0115 8484713, email
Bradley.payne@ntu.ac.uk
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