
Published quarterly by the LTSN
Maths, Stats & OR Network.

The Network is supported by the
four higher education funding

bodies in England, Scotland,
Wales and Northern Ireland.

The newsletter is available free of
charge to academics in UK

higher education institutions.  For
those outwith this sector, a paid

subscription scheme exists.
Contact the Network for details.

Contributions are invited - please
contact the editors.

Advertisements and inserts can
also be accepted - see p9

The articles and reviews from this
newsletter will shortly be

published on the Network's Web
site.  Many other resources can

be viewed at
http://ltsn.mathstore.ac.uk/

for Mathematics, and
http://www.ltsn.gla.ac.uk

http://science.ntu.ac.uk/rsscse/
for Statistics

ISSN 1473-4869
© LTSN Maths, Stats & OR Network

Vol 1 No 3 August 2001

MSORMSORMSORMSORMSOR
ConnectionsConnectionsConnectionsConnectionsConnections

Maths, Stats & OR Network

Editors - Robert Surowiec and Pam Bishop
LTSN Maths, Stats & OR Network
School of Mathematics & Statistics
The University of Birmingham, Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 2TT
Tel: 0121 414 7670
Fax: 0121 414 3389
Email: r.l.surowiec@bham.ac.uk, p.bishop@bham.ac.uk

Contents of this issue

Recent activities and plans for the near future 2
Something that worked for me.. 8
Have you seen this? 9
Accessing Maths and Stats By Other Means 10
Stats Education: Current and Future Directions 13
Where are we now?  Learning from Subject Review in MSOR 15
After the diagnostic test - Maths Support Centres? 19
Groupwork Reluctance in Maths Education 24
The “Special” Requirements of Physical Scientists and Engineers 26
Statistics to Engineers - an Update 28
Workshop Reports

Matching Assessment to Learning 29
Curriculum 2000 32
Applied Regression including Computing and Graphics 46

How Should a Perfect CAA Package in Mathematics Behave? 49
Letters to the Editor...MathSciNet information 51
Book reviews: Studying Maths and its Applications; Stat Labs; Chance
    Encounters; Applied Statistics with Excel; CyberStats  52
Maths for Engineers DVD - the Prototype 61
Review of CalculationCentre 63
Courseware News 66
MathGate secondary pages project 67
Diary 68

Welcome to the third issue of MSOR Connections, a newsletter for those
involved in teaching mathematics, statistics or operational research in higher
education.  We hope you will use this newsletter to share information and
expertise with other practitioners, especially by contributing to our regular
features Have you seen this? and Something that worked for me... and the
developing Letters to the Editor... column.

Overleaf you will find a report of recent activities and plans for the next few
months, including an induction day for lecturers new to teaching in UK
departments on 3 September, immediately prior to the Undergraduate
Mathematics Teaching Conference (UMTC).  There is also news about funding
opportunities for our subject areas on pp 3 and 5.

This issue includes a timely article on assistive technology for students of
mathematics and statistics.  Other articles address statistics education, subject
review, mathematics support centres, groupwork research, computer-aided
assessment and resources for applicable mathematics.  There are also reports
on the three workshops we held in May and June, and the usual sections on
book, courseware reviews, and a special feature article on Curriculum 2000.

If you have any questions about our activities, or need information about the
Network, please contact our administrator Jenny Nolan at the Birmingham
site, telephone 0121 414 7095, or email info@mathstore.ac.uk


